dohn Gmminl ennia’s lirothars & Gistorn
Fannie Gambnl —==-- ——— e Grandma Mary Dennis's —~---- child of first husband )
Grandma then married himothy Dennis e
To this union were born 5 children. 2

I5t ¢ ====Mary Dermis ~-- Her children --- Carrie Hibbard Powell

Tida Entriken, fiee. Hibbard Her husband Micheal Hibbard
Jophia Hibbard Deeds
Vennisn
Second child -~-- Hannah (smn =-=---- Her husband =--~ Aaron Osmun
W
Their children --- Mary Osmun Squiras --- Tda Osmun Andridge --- Herbert Osmun g R
Dannie Osmun --- Elmer Osmun --- lialen Osmun Harper % :_‘-? ¥
/2 children ied voun-. A
" “:J;
Third child -~~~ Thomat "eAnnig ~-= Hin wife -~- 5ally Amn %
Thir children ---= *aron, “herman, ‘"11ic, Curtis, they lost a little girl e
adopted a little «irl, .ydia Osmun, ‘..5

“ourth child --- George Dennis ~--- missing for many years.

- % ‘,'

FAfth child -=~/ohn iamuel Dennis ---- His wife Rnchal Powell Dennis.

Their children ---~ ,osaph Clinton Dennis, Amy Mary Dennis Bailey, Hannah Dennis Bhekt’ad
Charlotte Dennis loyer, Clara May Dennis Schoonover,
Idell Vennis ifisher, Anna L, Dennis, Arthur John Dennis, o
Grace Dennis Abell. e

Pachel Pownll Dennis's Drothers & Sisters

First child ---Sammy --- died in infanecy,

econd child =-~- Anna Powell Towns --- Her hushand --- Jason Towns, ; i
Their children --- Elsworth, ''ilbur iy
- e

Her children --- Hary Carpenter, Rosa Carpenter, Florence Carpenter = ./

Chrada, Clyde, Dollie. Their youngest boy died, ' ;b
L

ot These Carpenter children were beautiful

- Poiirth child --- i

Amy Powell Sparks ~---- Her husband Sparks, ¢

Her children ~~--- Lowis, Flbert, ilena, Eunice, Alice, One younger whose name I don't
; p hlﬂw'

Fi!‘th child =~ Rachal Powell Dennis ==-- Her husband --- John S, Dennis
Her qEHdren ~==~ Clinton, Amy,Hannah, Iottie,Clara, Idell.nl\rthur Joy Gnoe.
Anna

Rachel's Mother died vhan <. was threo weeks old,

.+ Grandpa Powell marrie- a dangar girl later; she was a very cruel stepmother to the %
; baby when Grandpa was not home,

Sixth child ~-- Alexander Powell =-- His wife ---- Carrie Powell
: Their childsen ==e==- Charliz.dr ‘owned in eistern when baby, Earl, 2 girls

Alexander Powell was Unitad Brethorr “inister, a Bishop,



2 =
Seventh child --- Arthur Powell ------- He died when he was a young man
Eighth child --- Manda Powell Ray =--- Her husband - Will Ray === no children
Ninth child --- Aljice Powell =--- maiden lady - died a young lady

Tenth child --- Josephine Powell --- Her husband --- Ed Percell
They had one child --- Franky
Josephine died when Franky was born
Aunt Mandy raised Franky.

Eleventh child --- Mandy Powell --- Her husband --- George Robinson
Their children -- Earl, John, Jennie, Mary (he lived in Pioneer, 0.)

Twelfth child -~- George Powell --- He had 2 boys.

Thirteenth & Fourteenth children --- Twins -- Edmund & Aden
Edmund's wife --- Annie
children --- Beaulah, Roscoe, Georgia

Aden was married --- 1 boy
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Grandma Mary Dennis & Timothy Dennis came from England in 1844, All
their children were born in England except John S. Dennis. He was born 6
weeks after they arrived in America. Grandma Dennis never went to school
a day. All the schooling she had was from the bible. Her people would
give her each morning a lump of sugar if she would read so many verses
from the Bitle. I think it was 6 verses. 1In those days they did not send
the girls to school = only boys, unless they were very wealthy.

Grandma Dennis was a very smart woman., Hillsdale Co. officials used
to come to her for advice. When Anna Dennis started to high school in Hills-
dale, she made a list of the subjects she wanted to take and the professor
said you can't take that many. In her talk to him she mantioned her grandma
Mary Dennis. He said is Mary Dennis of Ransom Center your grandma? She
said yes. Then he said you can take all the subjects you want to.

Cne time grandma was digging a well. When the noon hour came she had
dug herself so deep in the ground that she could not get out until they .:
brought her a ladder, after she had called for help some time.

When she was 88 years old she lived alone in a little house in our yard
- (that of John & Rachel Dennis). She had a big garden and a big cabbage
patch and a cow. She took care of them herself. She was not a christian
until she was past 50 years old. She then gave her heart to the Lord, and
was a saint if there ever was one. She joined the United Brethern Church in
Ransom Center, the only spiritual church there. I (Clara Dennis Schoomover)
used to go over and lay on the ground under her window at nite to hear her
get ready for bed. She would read her Bible, get down on her knees and pray,
sing hymes, then crawl into bed and say the little prayer:

Now I lay me down to sleep

I pray the Lord my soul to keep
If I should die before I wake

I pray the Lord my soul to take.



Grandma roa” her Bikle thru 27 times before she passed away. Every time she
read 1t thrn she put a mark on her bedroom door. Gshe received her second eyesirht
when she uas neargy 80 yoars old. <he had cataracts on both eyes, was operated on
in Ann Arbor, Michigan, and read without classas from then on. One time when she was
along in life she was very sick. The doctor said she could not live. Several were
rathered around her hed. “he was uncondous and aunt Sally Ann stood in her bedroom
door sewing on a black dress she was roing to wear to zrandma's funeral, and was
talking to that effect. Grandma came ~oncious and heard this, jumped out of bed
and walked across the flcor 3 times, said I'm not dead yet, and lived for saveral
years,

Wher: +ha nassed away at O3 years she called all her children and grandchildren
to her bedsicm an: tul!* to them individually, told them the way to Heaven and had
them promise hor they weuld meet hor over thave. Orandma wore a little black bonnet
all the time hecanse she had last mast of her hair. She only had a 1little roll about
as bip as a thimkl~, “ranma had spar<line black eyes. Girandma was proud, but a
darling old lady. We children used %4n o over and thread her needles for her. che
would give us a lump of surar. ‘hon our alder brother came alonz he got a piece of
+hat wonderful cakn of hers - Clinten.

fnpandpa Timothy Dennis dAderd lons hefora srandima, s wns not a christian and
alwaws was puttine ap an areumant with any ons ko ol arainst Jesus, But when he
eame davr, to his danth hed he hnpeod! crandma ta sing and nray for him. Ho used to
Al lanpae MHininkers for a dabate. Aatmed he d1d not believe in Ged. He claimed
to U an dnfidel, He usually had the last uord-they said because ha had momorized
tha £1.0~ “ar that purnose. The 3ible was first in a roll. They and he had same of
thosa rolln "ha* had bedr hanrled down from ecach reneration, 3But it was terrible
when he cams “em “n danth's door. He had re jected God and misused the livine Word
of God. A8 “ar as my on2 !mnaus he was eternally lost.

dabn Sammel Lennis

Ha rind a elriatiasn, John amuel Uennis, son e Thimothy and Hary Dennis, was
born in itdchlanrd County, Otim, April 3, 184, i~ dled at his home in Horenei, lich,
July 5, 1926, aped 87 years, )

In 1872 he was united in marriage “o Rachel Powell, the wedding being solemnized |

. at 7est Unity, Ohin,

! Mp, Tenaic was a Civil iar veteran, !e went out as a member of Company C, 111th
0. ¥, I. and ~aved hanorably for three years, "o was a member of the Nyron ‘‘aker
‘Post, G.A.R. in vhich arrarizction he had held various offices,

®or the last 15 yesrs he had resided in Merenedi, and had formed a wide

' n:qua&ntance in the eommuity. Durine this time he united with the local Congrepzational
church,
. John Dennis (Jobny "ill) as they :all-~d him in the army, was a food soldier,
Hle was a sharp stocher, Cnn Lime when food was scarce in the camp as it ofter was
in those days, he and & couple other boys went out after all tha boys were in bad
to see what they nsonld find »n e farms aconnd, They fomnd a swill barrel, They
wont next nisht and 3und the grease rim had chanped in the barrel, They then uent
to the farmor ard Lol bim he had ho-s e was “evding, and asked him to rive them
one., The farmer caid " did not have ary, They told him if he did not divide with
them they wonld ooz asrs night and tave all of ther, Ye weuld not divide so the
next nirht thsv wert and hunted for the hors, found under the hcuse with' a soeret
door lesdins to a turs=-l whers the hers ware hid, They took them, butchered,an’ had
fresk meat for breskfast. uut who wuld come along but their Lisutenant offic-r,
"Well, well you bovs havs frach meat, Ve den't have any up at headquarters,” Dad
said it will be there, I'm surs, so Dad rushed up to headquarters with fresh meat
for the officers with 2! puards to pass thru, 12 con each side, He began to pull at
his ears and shake hin head as thou b he could not hear, The Lientenant stood in
the door of his office. Ho pot thru 22 of the ruards, then the Licutenant called
out to the -vards and said tc let that fellow thru., bad was screaming all the



- ] -

time and pulline his ears, "Is this Tieutenant 50 & So's office? The officer told -
him not to ever try that arain. Ye saiq"You got thru the 22 guards, but you never
would have got thru the last 2,” y

“pg, 4achel Powell Tannis

Her mothor was “rench with inet a little valeh mixed in some way. Her father
cas a Methodist evanzelist - was Sastoh and Taslish {18
Mother was called by thc Lo»d te bo a minister of the Gospel. She was ordained
iv the Assembly of God Church in +indlay, Chio years ago. Later she went to )
sillscale, Michigan, organized a little lMission church, was head of this llission
for 20 wnars., OGhe balieved much in praysr for all thinrs. She was called to come
and pray ‘or tha sick, ‘hen the terribl: opidemic of the {lu was rapring all over
Amorira, she was kept busy prayine for the sick and she said not one died vhom she
prayed for. A e
T 1ived in Hillsdale, Aftar Mother was called to rlory, I was in a neirhbors '
house one day. Another neiphbor came in telline of another neighbor being awful
siek, and this one said to the other - T used to know of an elderly lady that went. '-
ani prayed for the sick and they always rot well right away but.I don®t know if she . !
is here anv more. I haven't seen her for some time. I (Clara) spoke up and said '
would you mind telling me her name. She said lirs, Dennis. I saild that was my mother,
The Bible says when we leave here our worls follow us. :

Ry

She was a home Missionary, Jent from slum to slum telling the people about
' Jesus and He loved them so much He rave His blood for their salvation and gave His
body to be beaten, marred, torn, spit upon. He did all this for the healing of 7
their bodies. Ee said it is finished for body. soul and mind, Many accepted Christ
thru her teachine. T

/ missionary was coming to North Merenci, when Mother lived in Morenci: The -
Lord told Mother to hire a livery rir and po to North Morenci for the lady. Nother
did not have the money to pay for the rig, so she said to the Lord on the way over ¥
there, “Lord you told me to do this, now you will have to furnish the money. "
Semething right away told her to water her horse. There was a watering trough to '/
water him and there in the mud lay a big silver dollar just enough to pay for the .
rigs. Mother was a beautiful young lady with short curly hair, like it's worn today.

Mother was a auiet porson. I always described her as like a feather, She . -
conld put aside a lot of work, with no fuss nor bother., I could talk all day about:.: -
my mother's kind and lovine ways. N il
[ thank God for a mother like Rachel Dennis,
A life lived for others,

4 saint if there ever was one on earth.

T ”

Recopied from a carbon of the oripinal by Clara Dennis Schoonover - dnd i for tin
on a 1977 Aupust morningz.



